SALVATION, GRACE, FAITH, AND ITS IMPACT 
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We are saved by grace, through faith, according to Eph 2:8,9
 
Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

There is nothing we do to obtain salvation—it is all about what Christ did for us—there is nothing we need to do nor can we do to obtain salvation. There is also nothing we need to do after salvation that can maintain our salvation, or to “keep” us saved. In both instances, it’s His work, not ours, that saves and keeps. Again, there is absolutely not one thing we need to do, nor can we do, obtain salvation or to keep our salvation, to risk being repetitive.

Eph 1:13   In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

Eph 1:14   Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

God’s Will

1Ti 2:3  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;

1Ti 2:4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

God’s will has always been from the beginning for man to be in relationship with Him. God could have chosen to force that relationship, to control the outcome. He is powerful enough to do that. But that would basically make mankind out to be “moist robots”, programmed to perform on cue, so to speak. God does not want anyone to spend their eternity apart from Him. Even though man sinned due to Adam’s choice in the Garden, God has devised a plan that would redeem mankind back to Himself. To bring us back into relationship with Him,
That plan is what we see when we read or hear the gospel. God made it possible, even though He is perfect justice and must punish and judge sinners, to overcome that obstacle that man created and faces, and to be brought back into relationship with Him.

That plan was for Jesus Christ to take on flesh (a body), to become a man and still be God, all at the same time, in order that He would take the punishment for God’s offended justice due to our sin that separated us from God initially. Jesus came to step in, to be a substitute for us, to take God’s judgement and punishment that He must enact because of sin, so that we would not have to personally. Jesus would pay our sin debt we owed God, so that we would not have to.

You understand, that we could never repay that sin debt or ever be able to get ourselves out of the punishment we incurred due to our sin. The only way for that to happen was for Jesus to take our sin upon Himself and endure that punishment for us. To God be the glory! 

Heb 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Man’s Will

Have you ever thought about this idea before? For example, say there are fifty people in a room and they have just heard the gospel presented. Of those fifty, two get saved. Praise the Lord, right? Here’s the idea to ponder. Why? Why did the two get saved and the forty-eight did not? What was the difference? What was different about the two compared with the forty-eight? Why does anyone get saved, for that matter? 

Rom 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

What is the difference between the saved and the unsaved? It boils down to this elementary idea. Those that got saved heard the gospel and wanted to get saved, and those that did not get saved, didn’t want to get saved. It is man’s will that comes into play. It’s a sad truth, but there are just some people who do not want to get saved. They may make up excuses and call believers names, and attempt to disprove God, etc. But the simple, sad fact is that some people don’t want to receive the free gift of eternal life. It is a choice. Some want it (eternal life) and others do not. This is called free will.

If you happen to be dealing with a skeptic when sharing truths from scripture, and they are possibly sharing a strong argument against God, ask them this question? If Christianity were true, would you believe it? If they say no, they have a heart problem, not a head problem. That basically means they do not want to get saved. They can understand the gospel (head) and the truth it contains. It’s just that they don’t want to believe (heart) because they choose not to; it’s an exercise of their will to reject God’s gracious offer. Many unbelievers will talk about seeking the truth. But when confronted by this question, the truth really isn’t the issue. The issue is that they want to do what they want, when they want, and don’t want to answer to anyone in authority, especially God! 

It’s similar to a courtroom and a jury that hears all the evidence during a court case. Each person listens to the evidence and then has a decision to make based on the evidence presented during the trial. They all hear the same evidence but some decide "guilty" and some decide “innocent.” 

It boils down to individual choice in a trial. So it is with hearing the gospel message (court case). People hear the same message (evidence), but the outcomes can be and are different. It boils down to the individual’s own personal decision, to either receive or reject the free gift offer from God. 

Again…So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.. Romans 10:17
 
What, then, is faith? Are there other words that mean the same thing in scripture, in other words, what are synonyms for faith?

What about works? Are works necessary for salvation? Do they go hand-in-hand with faith, and are therefore, necessary in order to receive salvation and to also to keep your salvation, once you have it?

Heb 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Rom 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Rom 11:6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

Faith is a response to the gospel message. It is not a work. It is one of two responses we individually make once confronted with the gospel message. We can either respond favorably and receive it or, we can reject it. But it is an individual’s free choice. No coercion from God.

Let’s take a look at faith for a moment in terms of definition. 
According to An American Dictionary of the English Language, also known as Webster's 1828 Dictionary
FAITH, noun [Latin fides, fido, to trust; Gr. to persuade, to draw towards any thing, to conciliate; to believe, to obey. In the Greek Lexicon of Hederic it is said, the primitive signification of the verb is to bind and draw or lead, as signifies a rope or cable. But this remark is a little incorrect. The sense of the verb, from which that of rope and binding is derived, is to strain, to draw, and thus to bind or make fast. A rope or cable is that which makes fast. Heb.]
1. Belief; the assent of the mind to the truth of what is declared by another, resting on his authority and veracity, without other evidence; the judgment that what another states or testifies is the truth. I have strong faith or no faith in the testimony of a witness, or in what a historian narrates.
2. The assent of the mind to the truth of a proposition advanced by another; belief, or probable evidence of any kind.
3. In theology, the assent of the mind or understanding to the truth of what God has revealed. Simple belief of the scriptures, of the being and perfections of God, and of the existence, character and doctrines of Christ, founded on the testimony of the sacred writers, is called historical or speculative faith; a faith little distinguished from the belief of the existence and achievements of Alexander or of Cesar.
4. Evangelical, justifying, or saving faith is the assent of the mind to the truth of divine revelation, on the authority of God's testimony, accompanied with a cordial assent of the will or approbation of the heart; an entire confidence or trust in God's character and declarations, and in the character and doctrines of Christ, with an unreserved surrender of the will to his guidance, and dependence on his merits for salvation. In other words, that firm belief of God's testimony, and of the truth of the gospel, which influences the will, and leads to an entire reliance on Christ for salvation.
Being justified by faith Romans 5:1.
Without faith it is impossible to please God. Hebrews 11:1.
For we walk by faith and not by sight. 2 Corinthians 5:7.
With the heart man believeth to righteousness. Romans 10:6.
The faith of the gospel is that emotion of the mind, which is called trust or confidence, exercised towards the moral character of God, and particularly of the Savior.
FAITH is an affectionate practical confidence in the testimony of God.
FAITH is a firm, cordial belief in the veracity of God, in all the declarations of his word; or a full and affectionate confidence in the certainty of those things which God has declared, and because he has declared them.
5. The object of belief; a doctrine or system of doctrines believed; a system of revealed truths received by christians.
They heard only, that he who persecuted us in times past, now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. Galatians 1:23.
6. The promises of God, or his truth and faithfulness.
shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? Rom 3.
7. An open profession of gospel truth.
Your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. Rom 1.
8. A persuasion or belief of the lawfulness of things indifferent.
Hast thou faith? Have it to thyself before God. Rom 14.
9. Faithfulness; fidelity; a strict adherence to duty and fulfillment of promises.
Her failing, while her faith to me remains, I would conceal.
Children in whom is no faith Deuteronomy 32:20.
10. Word or honor pledged; promise given; fidelity. He violated his plighted faith
For you alone I broke my faith with injured Palamon.
11. Sincerity; honesty; veracity; faithfulness. We ought in good faith to fulfill all our engagements.
12. Credibility or truth. Unusual.]
The faith of the foregoing narrative.
A look at trust
TRUST, noun
1. Confidence; a reliance or resting of the mind on the integrity, veracity, justice, friendship or other sound principle of another person.
He that putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. Proverbs 29:25.
2. He or that which is the ground of confidence.
O Lord God, thou art my trust from my youth. Psalms 71:1.
3. Charge received in confidence.
Reward them well, if they observe their trust
4. That which is committed to one's care. Never violate a sacred trust
5. Confident opinion of any event.
His trust was with th' Eternal to be deem'd
Equal in strength.
6. Credit given without examination; as, to take opinions on trust
7. Credit on promise of payment, actual or implied; as, to take or purchase goods on trust
8. Something committed to a person's care for use or management, and for which an account must be rendered. Every man's talents and advantages are a trust committed to him by his Maker, and for the use or employment of which he is accountable.
9. Confidence; special reliance on supposed honesty.
10. State of him to whom something is entrusted.
I serve him truly, that will put me in trust
11. Care; management. 1 Timothy 6:17.
12. In law, an estate, devised or granted in confidence that the devisee or grantee shall convey it, or dispose of the profits, at the will of another; an estate held for the use of another.
TRUST, verb transitive To place confidence in; to rely on. We cannot trust those who have deceived us.
He that trusts every one without reserve, will at last be deceived.
1. To believe; to credit.
TRUST me, you look well.
2. To commit to the care of, in confidence. trust your Maker with yourself and all your concerns.
3. To venture confidently.
Fool'd by thee, to trust thee from my side.
4. To give credit to; to sell to upon credit, or in confidence of future payment. The merchants and manufacturers trust their customers annually with goods to the value of millions.
It is happier to be sometimes cheated, than not to trust
TRUST, verb intransitive To be confident of something present or future.
I trust to come to you, and speak face to face. 2 John 1:12.
We trust we have a good conscience. Hebrews 13:18.
1. To be credulous; to be won to confidence.
Well, you may fear too far--
Safer than trust too far.
To trust in, to confide in; to place confidence in; to rely on; a use frequent in the Scriptures.
TRUST in the Lord, and do good. Psalms 37:3.
They shall be greatly ashamed that trust in graven images. Isaiah 42:17.
To trust to, to depend on; to have confidence in; to rely on.
The men of Israel--trusted to the liars in wait. Judges 20:36.

A look at believe
BELIE'VE, verb transitive To credit upon the authority or testimony of another; to be persuaded of the truth of something upon the declaration of another, or upon evidence furnished by reasons, arguments, and deductions of the mind, or by other circumstances, than personal knowledge. When we believe upon the authority of another, we always put confidence in his veracity.
When we believe upon the authority of reasoning, arguments, or a concurrence of facts and circumstances, we rest our conclusions upon their strength or probability, their agreement with our own experience, etc.
2. To expect or hope with confidence; to trust.
I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Psalms 27:13.
BELIE'VE, verb intransitive To have a firm persuasion of any thing. In some cases, to have full persuasion, approaching to certainty; in others, more doubt is implied. It is often followed by in or on, especially in the scriptures. To believe in, is to hold as the object of faith. 'Ye believe in God, believe also in me.' John 14:1. To believe on, is to trust, to place full confidence in, to rest upon with faith. 'To them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.' John 1:7. Johnson. But there is no ground for much distinction.
In theology, to believe sometimes expresses a mere assent of the understanding to the truths of the gospel; as in the case of Simon. Acts 8:37. In others, the word implies, with this assent of the mind, a yielding of the will and affections, accompanied with a humble reliance on Christ for salvation. John 1:12. John 3:15.
In popular use and familiar discourse, to believe often expresses an opinion in a vague manner, without a very exact estimate of evidence, noting a mere preponderance of opinion, and is nearly equivalent to think or suppose.

I know these are fairly long definitions, but I want the idea to come across that faith, trust, and belief (believe) are synonymous with each other. They mean the same thing, but also have some nuances that help amplify the meaning. 
Let’s pivot from definitions and look at how we should live in light of our salvation. 
Titus 2:11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
God’s grace appears to all men.  God does not hold back His grace from anyone. God gives the same and ample amount of grace to all men. It’s up to man to do with that grace what he will. 
Because we talk about God’s grace, misunderstandings arise about it. The idea of this study and thought experiment is to focus on the idea of: Since I’m saved by grace, I now have license to live life any way that I please because I don’t have to do anything to earn or keep my salvation. I can live anyway I choose. 
Is that really true?
Titus 2:12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; (things we should be DOING or seeking to be doing)

Tit 2:13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

Titus 2:14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. (Not for salvation, after salvation).

Some may say, “Once you are saved, you don’t have to do anything. You can do anything you want.” I’m not sure exactly what people may be thinking when they say this. But it does sound like it’s kind of excuse-ee. “I now have no responsibility to God in life because I am saved.” It sometimes evolves into, “I can live anyway I want to because I am saved.” An excuse to live as they choose, not how God has instructed in His word. 

Titus seems to contradict that thinking in more than just one way.  

Teaching us (action)
· Denying ungodliness
· Denying worldly lusts

Live (action)
· Soberly (not talking about refraining from alcohol) 
SO'BERLY, adverb
1. Without intemperance.
2. Without enthusiasm.
3. Without intemperate passion; coolly; calmly; moderately.
4. Gravely; seriously.
· Righteously
· Godly

Just for clarity and completeness. Action means to do something. It means we do something, have a responsibility to someone, namely God, and that we have an expectation upon us which God speaks to in His word. That’s why, or one of the reasons, we have His word. 

We should deny (action) and then live (action) according to the verses.  Doesn’t that mean that we should do certain things and not do certain other things? It sure seems that way according to the verses. So, where does living anyway we want to fit into these verses?

1Co 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

We are purchased by God. We are to do what in light of that?

Glorify God
· In your body (what you do)
· In your spirit (your inner man, what you think)

Who owns both?  God does.

Kind of sounds like you really aren’t all that free to just go do any old thing you want to, does it? We are God’s. That probably means we are to live by a certain standard that God has designed. This is to be obedient to the one who has purchased us to glorify God. These actions can be found throughout all of scripture. 

Put On

Rom 13:12  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.

Eph 6:11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

Col 3:12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

Col 3:14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

Mortify

Rom 8:13  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:
Good Works

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

Flee 

1Co 6:18  Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

1Co 10:14  Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.

2Ti 2:22  Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

Money and Things

1Ti 6:6  But godliness with contentment is great gain.
1Ti 6:7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.
1Ti 6:8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.
1Ti 6:9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.
1Ti 6:10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
1Ti 6:11  But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.
1Ti 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

These verses and passages strongly suggest things as believers we should do (action) and should not do (action). We have responsibility. We have accountability. If we could live any old way we wanted, would we be instructed to do and not to do (actions) certain things in the scriptures? To me, it appears we are directed and it is logical to draw these kinds of conclusions based on the authority of the scripture.

To sum it up.

Yes, we are saved by grace. We can’t do anything to earn it or keep it. It is all the work of God. We have nothing to do with our salvation. No work or actions is required nor could be required. We respond to God by faith. But that does not allow for us to then live anyway we want to, including living in willful sin. Why would a believer want to live a life not designed by God? That’s the very life we were saved from, why would a person want to live the same as before? We have directives from God in scripture. We have responsibilities. We have expectations. We are commanded, actually, in scripture, to do certain things, and not do certain things once we have been saved. Those commands are actionable. We are instructed to live carrying out those commands in scripture.
